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moved him to oppose the queen's inclination. It IB not
necessary to report his friend's view of the case, since I
shall shortly have to present an abstract of the famoiiR
document which Sidney drew up for Elizabeth's perusal.
Yet the exordium to this chapter may be quoted, ass
representing in brief his position at the close of "1579.

"The next doubtful ntuge ho had to act, upon (howHoever
it may seem private) was grounded upon a 'public and HpeciouH
proposition of marriage between the, late, famouw queen and
the Duke of Anjou. With which currant, although he wv\v
the great and wise men of the time suddenly carried down,
and everyone fishing to catch the queenV humour in it;
yet when he considered the difference of years, pemm, educa-
tion, state, and religion between, them ; and then called to
mind the success of our former alliances with the*. French ; he,
found many reasons to make question whether it would prove,
poetical or real on their part. And if real, whether the
balance swayed not unequally, by adding much to them and
little to his sovereign. The duke'a greatnwn bein^; only
name and possibility ; and both these, either to wither or to
be maintained at her cost. Her state, again, in hand ; and
though royally sufficient to satisfy that quean'** princely and
moderate desires or expenses, yet perchance inferior to bear
out those mixed designs into which his ambition or nwcHnitiw
might entice or draw her,"

It came to pass, through Leicester's disgrace, that
Philip stood almost alone at Court as the resolute
opponent of the French faction. The profligate and un-
scrupulous Earl of Oxford, now foremont in the queen'ts
favour, was carrying his head aloft, boastful of hit* com-
pliance with her wishes, and counting doubtloBH on the
highest honours when the match should be complotod
An accident brought the two champions of the opposed
parties into personal collision. One of Languot'B letters  But the real deduction to be drawn fromf the yearsing in the weak stomach
